
The Starman and Me by Sharon Cohen
Teacher’s Notes

Introducing the Book

• Look at the book cover, the title, the extract and blurb on the back cover. Discuss 
what you think the story may be about.

• Below the dedications, the author has included a quote from a music group called 
Deep Forest. What further clues do the words provide as to what may be in the 
story?

• Relating to the quote, introduce the question of where human beings have come 
from. Have we always been on the Earth? Which animals or plants were living on 
the planet before us?

While reading the Book

• Explore the various themes in the story: 
o ORIGINS: Kofi’s mixed-race parentage; Sumo’s search for his real dad; 

Rorty’s origins as the only other species of Homo on planet Earth; Miss 
Ndiaye’s class studying their origins and preparing presentations for the 
school assembly.  

o SCIENCE: Brain implants. Evolution. Ethics of scientific experiments. Rorty’s
abilities to operate like a computer. 

o CIRCLES: Roundabouts. The Molimo. 
o FRIENDSHIP: Kofi and Janie. Kofi and Sumo. Kofu and Miss Ndiaye. Kofi and 

Jon.
o FEAR and COURAGE: Kofi meeting Rorty for the first time; searching Quix’s

laboratory; Kofi and Sumo racing to Quix’s house.

• Whilst you’re reading, note down the names of the roads and streets to do a quiz 
later. 
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CHAPTERS 1-5

• Who is the narrator of the story?

• At first, what does he think he’s seen on the roundabout? What changes his mind 
in Chapter 2? What does he make to protect himself?

• RESEARCH: ‘Rorty Thrutch’ is an unusual name. Look up the two words and find out 
what they mean. Why do you think the author may have chosen these names?

• Who does he share his strange experience with in Chapter 3? 

• Apart from English, what other language does the narrator’s dad speak in Chapter 
4? Research which country this language is spoken.

• In Chapter 4, who does the main character meet on his way to school and why do 
they tease him? What are the names of these three characters?

• By the end of Chapter 5, what does the main character know about the strange 
voice on the roundabout?

EXPLORING WORDS

Look up the following words and write down what they mean. 

paranormal (p.14)

hallucinate (p.17)

boisterous (p.25)
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CHAPTERS 6-10

IMAGINATION: Read pages 34-35 and write a paragraph describing how you 
would feel creeping out of bed in the night in search of a strange creature. Try to 
include details of what you see, smell, hear and touch.

• In Chapter 7, Kofi discovers more about Rorty’s special abilities. What amazing 
things can Rorty do? 

IMAGINATION: Read the description of Rorty below, then draw your own 
picture of him using the description. How is he like us? How is he different? 

• What is the real name of Kofi and Janie’s teacher? What nick name do they give her 
and why? (Chapter 8)?

EXPLORING WORDS

Look up the following word and write down what it means. 
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scuffling (p.35)
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SCIENCE: The lesson in Chapter 8 is about our origins – where did 
humans come from and how did we get here? What do we learn about 
DNA in this chapter? Where is DNA found and what does it do? What do 
the letters ‘DNA’ stand for?  (Note: if you repeat this word often enough 
you’ll remember it and can impress everyone!) Look at the TOPIC SHEET
on Evolution. Read about adaptations and the scientists who worked out 
how our world has changed over millions of years.

• ORIGINS: What are Kofi’s origins? Where does his DNA come from? 
(Chapter 8). What are your origins? Where does your DNA come from? 



• Who are the people hunting for Rorty and how are they tracking him (Chapter 10)? 
Until this point, Kofi has been wearing a foil hat thinking that Rorty is somehow 
able to read his mind. What changes in Chapter 10? Why is it Rorty who now needs 
a foil hat?

• Make a list of the clues that help us work out where Rorty has come from, what his 
home is like and how he lives there. Add to the list below as you read further into 
the book. 

Pages 45-46
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

Page 48
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

Page 49
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

Page 70
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

Page 100 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

Pages 136-137
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

Pages 163-164 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
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SCIENCE: Look at the TOPIC SHEET on Hominins and Humans. 
Read about the amazing discovery on a far-away island. 
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CHAPTERS 11-15

• How does Rorty take revenge on Sumo (Chapter 12)? 

IMAGINATION: In Chapter 12 (p. 65-68), Kofi pretends he has Rorty’s powers 
and makes the paint disappear. Re-write this scene from either Janie’s or Sumo’s point 
of view. Ask yourself, what would this character be thinking? How would they react? 
What would they be feeling? 

IMAGINATION: Read pages 69-75 where Janie meets Rorty for the first time. 
Write a paragraph about how you would feel if you met Rorty. Describe how you 
would react to him and what questions you might ask him. 

• On page 70 of Chapter 13, Rorty has been painting. What clues does this give to his 
past? Add this to the list on pages 3 and 4 of these Teachers’ Notes.

• At the beginning of Chapter 14, Kofi and Janie discover a scar on Rorty’s head. 
What does Kofi think it is? 

• Kofi’s Dad is a scientist. Write a few sentences describing what he’s invented, what 
it does and who it’s going to help (Chapter 14).

SCIENCE: Look at the TOPIC SHEET on Brain Implants. This gives more 
information about what brain implants are and what they’re used for. 

• Kofi and Janie decide that it’s no longer safe for Rorty to stay in Kofi’s house. What 
things do they consider Rorty will need in his new home and how do they plan to 
keep Rorty safe (Chapter 15)?
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CHAPTERS 16-20

• The lesson in Miss Ndiaye’s (Breeze’s) class is about origins. Dawn talks about her 
connection with a famous actress called Marilyn Monroe. What does Kofi choose 
to talk about? (Chapter 16). What part of your origins would you explore if you 
were in Breeze’s class? Try writing a paragraph describing where your 
parents/grandparents come from.

• What does Kofi and Janie’s teacher, Breeze, say she was doing before she became a 
teacher? Why is this worrying for Kofi and Janie? (Chapter 16)

• Kofi becomes suspicious when he finds out lots of school children are on their way 
to see something at Sumo’s house (Chapter 16). How does Kofi find out what 
they’ve gone to see?
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EXPLORING WORDS

Look up the following words and write down what they mean. 

unsupervised (p.78)

craniotomy (p.79)

revolutionary (p.81)

shimmering (p.89)
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• At the end of Chapter 16, as Rorty is painting, he describes something 
he used to do on his island. Read the passage on page 100 and try to 
work out what this activity was. Add this to the list on pages 3 and 4 of 
these Teachers’ Notes.



• Also, at the end of Chapter 16, Rorty remembers why he’s come to Bradborough. 
Who is Rorty looking for and how does Kofi plan to help him find her?

IMAGINATION: Kofi, Janie and Rorty go on a dangerous mission to Sumo’s 
house (Chapter 17). Describe what it would be like if you were camouflaged and 
creeping around someone’s house. How would you move? How would you feel?  

• In Chapter 19, Sumo brings his baby sister to Kofi’s house. What impression did you 
have of Sumo before reading this chapter? Has your impression changed now? If 
so, why?

• Also in Chapter 19, what important information does Sumo tell Kofi about as to 
who may be involved in the disappearance of Pogsy?
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EXPLORING WORDS

Look up the following words and write down what they mean. 

nausea (p.107)

molecules (p.114) 

reconnaissance (p.115)

apprehend (p.115)

hominin (p.122)
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CHAPTERS 21-25

• What does Rorty do that makes Kofi call him a ‘starman’? (Chapter 21)

• Rorty makes a special instrument from a bamboo pole (Chapters 21 and 25). How 
does Rorty describe it? What images does it conjure up when Kofi listens to it? Add 
this to the list on pages 3 and 4 of these Teachers’ Notes. RESEARCH: look up the 
word “Molimo” and find out who uses one and what it’s for.

• Why do Kofi and Sumo go to Jon Quix’s birthday party even though they’re not 
invited? (Chapters 22-23)

• On page 156, Professor Quix’s dogs have been let off their leads and are searching 
the grounds for someone. Who is Professor Quix talking about when he says, “Must 
have caught its scent?” 

• After Jon’s party (Chapter 24), what does Kofi now know about Professor Quix and 
what he’s done? What do Kofi and Janie decide to do next?

EXPLORING WORDS

Look up the following words and write down what they mean. 

blooping (p.135)

dissecting (p.146)

clattering (p.148)

acquired (p.157)

soloist (p.164)

smattering (p.180)



CHAPTERS 26-30

• Kofi and Janie see their teacher, Miss Ndiaye (Breeze), in the Valley Road chemists. 
What was Breeze buying and why did it seem strange? (Chapter 26)

IMAGINATION: Kofi and Janie take Rorty to his new home on Heron’s Island. 
Write a paragraph to describe which of Rorty’s special abilities you would use on the 
island. What would you do to make it a good place to live? What would you delete? 
What would you copy and paste? What colours would you use? (Chapters 27-28) 

• In Chapter 29, we learn that Jon’s dad, Professor Quix, forced Jon to tell him about 
Kofi’s magic tricks and the ‘monkey-thing’ in Sumo’s garage. Professor Quix now 
knows that Kofi has been hiding Rorty and Jon thinks his dad has taken Pogsy to his 
laboratory (this word can be shortened to ‘lab’). But this gives Kofi and Janie a 
chance to find out more about Jon’s dad and they get Jon to help them rescue 
Pogsy. What is their daring plan?
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EXPLORING WORDS

Look up the following words and write down what they mean. 

verdant (p.167)

continuum (p.167)

vortex (p.168)

corrugated (p.172)

indentations (p.174)

electromagnetic (p.179)

makeshift (p.181)

archaic (p.185)

evolved (p.192)



FUN ACTIVITY: Get creative! Make your own foil hat! Look at the TOPIC SHEET
on Foil Hats. Design your own. What extra features would you have? How would you 
make your hat stand out from the rest? Would it be practical or fashionable?

CHAPTERS 31-35

PUZZLE: Kofi, Janie, Sumo and Jon come up with a plan to rescue Pogsy. They 
call it Operation “Insomniac Sheep” – can you work out why they gave it this name? [If 
you’re stuck there’s a clue at the bottom of page 14 of these notes].

IMAGINATION: Imagine you’re sneaking into Professor Quix’s lab. Write a few 
paragraphs about how you would get in (maybe using Rorty’s special abilities), how 
you would feel being camouflaged and creeping around the building.

• On page 196, we get more of an idea of Professor Quix’s plans for MINDLINK. Write 
a few sentences about how he intends to use the brain chip. What is the name of 
Quix’s ‘operation’.

IMAGINATION: Kofi manages to release Rorty from the cage in the laboratory 
and escape through the back door of the lab (Chapter 33, p. 209-211). However, 
outside are three of Professor Quix’s men who re-capture Rorty. Re-write the scene at 
the back of the laboratory where Kofi, Janie and Sumo succeed in rescuing Rorty. 

• In Chapter 34, Rorty is locked up in Professor Quix’s lab and Pogsy is still missing. 
How is Professor Quix looking for Pogsy? What other bad news does Jon have?
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• In Chapter 35, how does the author show Kofi’s emotions? What words and 
phrases help you to really understand how he’s feeling? 

CHAPTERS 36-40

• Kofi is about to set off on another daring plan. What does he intend to do? 
(Chapter 36, p. 226).

• How does the author build up the tension Kofi is feeling in Chapter 36?

• Draw a map of Kofi and Sumo’s journey from Quix’s laboratory to his home in Little 
Crompton-on-Leigh. Mark some of the features along the way (for example, twisty 
road, overhanging branches). Add your own features making the journey even 
more exciting and difficult (Chapter 37). 
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EXPLORING WORDS

Look up the following words and write down what they mean. 

frisking (p.199)

kerfuffle (p.209)

torso (p.210)

Neanderthal (p.217)

relic (p.224)

protagonist (p.225)



IMAGINATION: Imagine you’re on the motorbike. Write a few paragraphs 
describing your journey along the winding roads at night (Chapter 37).

• At the end of Chapter 38, Rorty has been rescued but Pogsy is still missing. As well 
as Kofi, Janie and Sumo, who else is now searching for Pogsy and what are they 
using to try to find her?

• ORIGINS: One of the themes in The Starman and Me is origins. In Chapter 39, some 
of the pupils in Miss Ndiaye’s (Breeze’s) class are giving presentations about their 
own origins. Sumo talks about finding his real dad. Describe how you feel when 
reading Sumo’s talk. Have your feelings about Sumo changed through the book?

• What prompts Janie and Kofi to visit Miss Ndiaye’s house? Who is Miss Ndiaye 
arguing with and what brought them there? How does Kofi persuade them to 
leave? (Chapter 40).
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EXPLORING WORDS

Look up the following words and write down what they mean. 

ethical (p.228)

gaggle (p.238)

genuine (p.241)

imploding (p.242)

spectacular (p.243)

harbouring (p.252)



CHAPTERS 41-45

• Sumo’s step-dad, Col, is angry about Kofi preventing him from searching Miss 
Ndiaye’s (Breeze’s) house and also because Kofi has some information about where 
the stolen items are from his garage. Read the passage from “He’ll be coming…” 
(p.261) to “…if he never comes back?” p.266 of Chapter 41. How does the author 
create tension during this passage? Think about what the characters say and what 
they do. 

• Kofi tells his dad that Rorty has two MINDLINK brain chips and although they 
affected his memory at first, he is back to normal now. Why is Kofi’s dad pleased 
about this? p.270 of Chapter 42.

• CIRCLES: One of the themes in the The Starman and Me is circles. What kind of 
circles does Kofi mention? p.278-279 of Chapter 43. What other circular things are 
mentioned in the story?

• In Chapter 40, Janie and Kofi suspected that their teacher, Breeze, may be hiding 
Pogsy in her house. What more does Kofi learn about his family in Chapter 44? 

• Compare Kofi’s character in Chapter 3 with the way he behaves in Chapter 45. How 
has he changed?
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EXPLORING WORDS

Look up the following words and write down what they mean. 

clefts (p.261)

sinister (p.262)

plummeted (p.264)

telekinesis (p.270)

humanitarian (p.271)

bulldozed (p.287)



CHAPTERS 46-53

• Who does Rorty find at the beginning of Chapter 46? How are they related to 
Rorty? What are their names? What does the baby’s name mean? (Chapter 47)

• Why did Professor Quix steal MINDLINK? What was he going to do with it? (Chapter 
48)

• Miss Ndiaye’s class has prepared their ‘Origins’ projects for the school assembly 
(Chapters 47 and 49). Write down what the following students have chosen to talk 
about:

o Dawn (p.90-91 and p.296)
o Janie (p.296, 303)
o The Jameson twins (p.297)
o Jez (p.297)
o Jocelyn (p.297, 302-303)
o Hammer (p.297, 303)
o Stealth (p.297)
o Kofi (p.91, 304-306)

Did you learn anything new from the student’s presentations? What would you 
choose to investigate if you were doing a project on ‘Origins’?

• What does Breeze whisper to Kofi at the end of Chapter 49? What do the numbers 
mean?

• In Chapter 51, Kofi, Janie, Sumo, Rorty, Pogsy and Nama Dom go to the beach. Kofi 
asks everyone ‘If you could choose anything from your wildest dreams, what would 
it be?’ What are everyone’s responses? What would your response be to that 
question?

• How is Rorty and his family returned to their home? (Chapter 50). How did you feel 
when reading Chapter 52? 
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Clue for the puzzle on p. 11: the letters in ‘Insomniac Sheep’ are an anagram of two words –the first word 

(8letters) is the general namefor all humans and closely relatedextinct humans–the second word (6 letters) 

means getting free from somewhere or someone.


